CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A pressure gauge, comprising: 

a source of light capable of providing more than one color of light, where each color of 
light within said more than one color of light corresponds to a numerical relationship between a 
determined air pressure of an inflatable item, determined by said pressure gauge, and a target 
air pressure; and 

a display panel for displaying said determined pressure and at least one of said provided 
colors of light. 

2. The pressure gauge of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a pressure sensor for determining said determined air pressure; and 
a computer defining functions performed by said pressure gauge, wherein said computer 
causes said source of light to display said different colors of light in accordance with said 
numerical relationship between said determined air pressure and said target air pressure. 

3. The pressure gauge of claim 2, wherein said computer further comprises a 
memory that stores said defined functions, and a processor for causing said defined functions to 
be performed by said pressure gauge. 

4. The pressure gauge of claim 2, wherein: 
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said source of light displays a first color of light if said determined air pressure is higher 
than a first predefined amount above said target air pressure; 

said source of light displays a second color of light if said determined pressure is within 
a predefined range of said target pressure; and 

said source of light displays a third color of light if said determined pressure is below 
said target pressure by a second predefined amount. 

5. The pressure gauge of claim 4, wherein said predefined range is zero. 

6. The pressure gauge of claim 4, wherein said source of light is a series of light 
emitting diodes. 

7. The pressure gauge of claim 3, further comprising: 

a valve for attaching the pressure gauge to an inflatable item; and 

a user interface mechanism for programming said target pressure into said computer. 

8. The pressure gauge of claim 7, wherein said user interface mechanism is at least 
one button. 

9. The pressure gauge of claim 7, wherein more than one pressure is stored within 
said pressure gauge as a target air pressure. 
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10. The pressure gauge of claim 7, wherein said user interface further comprises a 
first button and a second button, and wherein said programming of said target air pressure 
comprises the steps of: 

pressing said first button or said second button for a predefined period of time resulting 
in said pressure gauge entering a "set pressure" mode; 

pressing said first button or said second button to increase or decrease said target air 
pressure as displayed on said display panel; and 

releasing said first button or said second button for a predefined period of time, 
resulting in said displayed air pressure being stored as said target air pressure. 

1 1 . The pressure gauge of claim 2, further comprising a mechanism for bleeding air 
from said inflatable item. 

12. The pressure gauge of claim 2, wherein said display panel displays both said 
determined air pressure and said target air pressure. 

J 

13. A method for sensing and displaying air pressure via a pressure gauge, 
comprising the steps of: 

programming a target air pressure into a memory of said pressure gauge; 

determining an actual air pressure of an inflatable item; 

comparing said target air pressure with said actual air pressure; and 

changing a color of a display via a display panel based upon a result of said comparing 

step. 
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14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of displaying said actual air 
pressure on said display. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of programming a target air pressure 
into said memory further comprises the steps of: 

pressing a first button or a second button of said pressure gauge for a predefined period 
of time resulting in said pressure gauge entering a "set pressure" mode; 

pressing said first button or said second button to increase or decrease said target air 
pressure as displayed on said display panel; and 

releasing said first button or said second button for a predefined period of time, 
resulting is a displayed air pressure being stored as said target air pressure. 

16. The method of claim 13, wherein said step of changing a color of said display 
panel further comprises the steps of: 

displaying a first color of light if said actual air pressure is higher than a first predefined 
amount above said target air pressure; 

displaying a second color of light if said actual air pressure is within a predefined range 
of said target air pressure; and 

displaying a third color of light if said actual air pressure is below said target air 
pressure by a second predefined amount. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said predefined range is zero. 
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1 8. The method of claim 13, wherein more than one target air pressure is 
programmed into said memory. 

19. A pressure gauge, comprising: * 

means for providing more than one color of light, where each color of light corresponds 
to a numerical relationship between a determined air pressure of an inflatable item, determined 
by said pressure gauge, and a target air pressure; 

means for displaying said determined air pressure and at least one of said provided 
colors of light; 

means for determining said determined air pressure; and 

means for defining functions performed by said pressure gauge, wherein said means for 
defining functions causes said means for providing more than one color of light to display said 
different colors of light in accordance with said numerical relationship between said determined 
air pressure and said target air pressure. 

20. The pressure gauge of claim 19, wherein said means for defining functions 
further comprises means for storing said defined functions, and means for causing said defined 
functions to be performed by said pressure gauge. 

21 . The pressure gauge of claim 20, wherein: 
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said means for providing more than one color of light displays a first color of light if 
said determined air pressure is higher than a first predefined amount above said target air 
pressure; 

said means for providing more than one color of light displays a second color of light if 
said determined air pressure is within a predefined range of said target air pressure; and 

said means for providing more than one color of light displays a third color of light if 
said determined air pressure is below said target air pressure by a second predefined amount. 

22. The pressure gauge of claim 21, wherein said predefined range is zero. 

23. The pressure gauge of claim 19, further comprising: 
means for attaching the pressure gauge to an inflatable item; and 

means for programming said target air pressure into said means for defining functions 
performed by said pressure gauge. 

24. The pressure gauge of claim 19, wherein more than one target air pressure is 
stored within said pressure gauge. 

25. The pressure gauge of claim 19, further comprising means for removing air from 
said inflatable item. 

26. The pressure gauge of claim 19, wherein said means for displaying said, 
determined air pressure displays both said determined air pressure and said target air pressure. 
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